IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF
FATHER DE SMET
(OR WHAT I VISITED BETWEEN

2006 AND 2018)

VICTOR DRIESSENS




To the Rocky Mountains (1840 en 1841)

An encounter with the Mormons(1846)




The Oregon Trail is a more than 3,400 km long route crossing the U.S. from east to west. It runs from
Missouri to the mouth of the Columbia River. The route was used by pioneers who wanted to start a
new life in Oregon. Fertile farmland was especially available in the Willamette River valley. The eastern
portion of the Oregon Trail was also used by other westward routes such as the California Trail, the
Mormon Trail, and the Bozeman Trail. The split to California was used intensively by the "forty-niners"
after 1849, during the "Gold Rush”. But when the transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869, the
Oregon Trail diminished in importance.

In the 1840s, the idea that the Great American Desert was uninhabitable was still very much alive. It
was also illegal to build settlements there. The prairie on the west side of the Mississippi and the east
side of the Rocky Mountains was reserved for the Indians at that time. But from 1840 "Oregon”
became known as a kind of promised land with very fertile soil and an excellent climate. Until 1846,
the area was jointly owned by Great Britain and the United States. In 1840 the HBC had three forts on
the Trail. Fort Hall, Fort Boise, Fort Nez Perce and Fort Vancouver. These forts became important
support points for the travelers on the route.

To reach Oregon they had a number of options. One could sail around South America. A perilous
undertaking. One could also get there via the Isthmus of Panama. But tropical diseases lurked there.
One could also buy a steamboat ticket up the Missouri River to Fort Benton and from there negociate
the last obstacle, the mountain passes through the Cascades. Finally, one could also simply trek
overland: the Oregon Trail, a route of more than 3000 kilometers. Some 400,000 pioneers ventured
that trek. Pioneers usually tried to complete the trek in the warm season. The six month journey on
the Oregon Trail was not an easy one. Most pioneers embarked on the journey with their wife and
children, in more or less organized groups of dozens to sometimes hundreds of people. Many people
died, not at the hand of hostile Indians, but because of diseases and accidents.
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the Trail is still clearly visible (Nebraska) the Platte River (Nebraska)

Scotts Bluff R —

Mateonal Park Sorvico
U5, Department of (he Inlersos

Official Map and Guide

Chimney Rock (Nebraska)
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a signpost on the Trail for the emigrants ... ... Scotts Bluff (Nebraska)

Fort Laramie

Official Map and Guide

Old Bedlam (Wyoming)



Oregon Trail Ruts : traces in the limestone

INDEPENDENCE ROCK

Independence Rock (Wyoming)

Ayres Natural Bridge (Wyoming)

INDEPENDENCE ROCK...History Named In Stone ﬁ

Independence Rock is one of the most lamous land-
marks on the Oregon Trail. Emigrants wanted to reach
the rock by the Fourth of July to ensure passage over the
western mountain ranges before winter snows.

mr-:romuwm vary about naming the rock but most
versions originate with events that happened on the
Fourth of July.

William Sublette, an aarly

nountan guste, 15 credited
vith christening it in honor of
ir nabion's birthdate on July
1830. One version was
based on the Rock standing

independent from the other
rock formations on the plains

Explorer John Frémont
wrole in 1842 upon visit-
ng the Rock, "...the rock
is inscribed with...many a
name famous in the his-
tory of this country... are
o be found among those ol

a I

Names were somelimes painted with

ardi int,
black powder, b

tar or with a mixture of

alo grease and glue.

Others were carved into the hard stone with tools
camed lor wagon repairs. Mormons stationed
professional slonecutiers at the rock to engrave
names for one to fve dollars a name.

Few names remain today,
as lichen, weather and tima
are aroding them away.

Vandalism and graffiti are
also contributing to the
destruction of this historic
national landmark. Please
preserve and respect our
Wyoming heritage.
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Independence Rock (Wyoming) next to it : the Trail
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The Register ... ... of the Desert



Devil's Gate and the Sweetwater River (Wyoming) the road to South Pass
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SOUTH PASS




the Sweetwater rivier (Wyoming) still enough water

but then, the barren plateau fortunately here is the Green River (Wyoming)




the Snake rivier (Idaho) difficult to get to water

here were casualties impossible to cross




Fort Hall (Idaho), here some turned to California



HISTORIC
OREGON TRAIL

FAREWELL BEND

THE LAST CAMP ON THE
WEARY JOURNEY ACROSS
THE SNAKE RIVER PLAINS.
HERE THE OREGON TRAIL
LEFT THE SNAKE RIVER
AND D OVERLAND TO
THE BIA.HERE CAMP-
ED WILSON PRICE HUNT,
DECEMBER 23, 1811; CAPT.
BONNEVILLE, JANUARY 10,
1834; NATHANIEL J WYETH,
AUGUST 25, 1834; LT. JOHN C.
FREMONT, OCTOBER 13, 1843

Farewell Bend (Oregon) ...

e
R

L]

... here we leave the Snake River



The Blue Mountains

the Blue Mountains (Oregon) climbing through dense forests

finally, the Columbia River ... ... now Lake Wallula (Washington)



